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I give the summary of what we then learnt from our friendly
visitor, combined with what fuller information the following
weeks supplied. The limits of this volume will allow but few
other specimens of Arabian history, as told by Arabs.

This province, in common with the rest of the peninsula,
underwent the short-lived tyranny of the first Wahhabee empire
at the beginning of the present century, and, like many other
districts, was but transiently affected by it. The storm soon
blew over, and left matters pretty much where they were before.
At this period the town of IJa'yel was already looked on as in
a manner the capital of Djebel Shomer, a distinction which it
owed partly to its superior size and resources, and partly to its
central position; yet its chiefs could not enforce their authority
over any great distance beyond the walls of the town, at least
in a regular way. The supreme rule was held by the family of
Beyt 'Alee, ancient denizens of the city, and who seem to have
fully appreciated both in theory and practice " the right divine
of kings to govern wrong."

But there lived then in the same town of Ha'yel a young and
enterprising chief, of the family Rasheed, belonging to the clan
of Dja'afer, the noblest branch of the Shomer tribe. Many of
his near relations were Bedouins, though his own direct ancestors
had long occupied the social position of townsmen. His name
was 'Abd-Allah-ebn-Rasheed; wealthy, as wealth here goes,
high-born, and conscious of ability and vigour, he aspired to
wrest their hitherto undisputed pre-eminence from the chiefs of
Beyt 'Alee; his own powerful and numerous relatives lent their
aid to his endeavour. The inhabitants of IJa'yel favoured some
the one and some the other party, and on the whole 'Abd-Allah's
faction was the stronger within the walls of the capital. But
the neighbouring village of Kefar held to a man for Beyt 'Alee,
and Kefar was at that time almost equal in strength and popu-
lation to Ha'yel; indeed, to judge by popular song and local
tradition, our only guide here, Kefar was considered the more
aristocratic town of the two.

After many preliminary bickerings, the struggle between 'Abcl-
Allah and Beyt 'Alee began; but the result proved unfavourable
to the young competitor for sovereignty, and he was driven into
exile. This happened about the year 1818 or 1820. With a
few of his relatives, fugitives like himself, he took the road of